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The power of the eHRAF World Cultures/Archaeology databases is that the information is organized into cultures or traditions, 
ethnic and indigenous groups, and the full-text documents (books, articles, and dissertations) are subject-indexed at the 
paragraph-level. Figure 1 is an excerpt of a page as you would find it in eHRAF.  On the left-hand side  (#1) is the document’s 
table of contents (in this case a monograph), in the middle the paragraphs of the page, and to the far right are the subjects for 
each paragraph.  A list of all the subjects, based on the Outline of Cultural Materials (OCM for short), can be found in the back 
of the User’s Guide.  In Figure 1 the paragraph (#2) contains various topics, which are subject-indexed to the right of the text 
(#3). Clicking on a subject (e.g. “Dwellings”) will open up a box (#4) with a description of the subject.  When you perform a 
search (see Lookup Search, see Figure 2, #3 on the next page) we recommend that you use the subjects (OCMs) instead of 
keyword(s) as this will enable you to retrieve information buried in out-of-the-way places or described by uncommon words. 
Figure 1.  View of a Page in eHRAF… each paragraph is subject indexed
Title of Document
Paragraphs are indexed with OCM subjects





Figure 2 shows the Lookup Search in eHRAF.  Although it is not the default search, we 
recommend this search because it is the “middle way” between the Basic and Advanced Search 
and shows the actual search process.  In the Lookup box (#1) type in the term(s), e.g.,“Blackfeet 
dwellings” and click on the gray Lookup button (#2). This will search HRAF’s unique OWC 
(Outline of World Cultures) and OCM (Outline of Cultural Materials) culture/subject thesaurus 
and suggest which cultures and subjects to use (see Figure 2, #3).  Deselect unwanted culture 
names or subjects by clicking on the “x” boxes (#4).  If culture names/subjects don’t appear you 
can use the “Add/Remove” tabs (#5) to bring up the subject/culture picklists.  Use “+” to open up 
culture/subject picklists and “-“ to close it (#6) and then click in the circle to add cultures/subjects 
to your search.  To narrow your search you can add word(s) in the text search box (#7), but 
make sure to correctly set the Boolean operator (use “or” (#8) for alternative terms like “tent*” or 
“tipi*”).  Clicking on the gray “Submit eHRAF Search” button (#9) will execute the search and 
produce a list of cultures and subject results in the paragraph-level of ethnographic texts (see 
Figure 3).
Tip! Truncate your search terms whether it’s the culture names (e.g., Mongol* for Mongolians, 
Mongolian), subjects (e.g., dwelling*), or words (e.g., tent*) to get better search results. Use 
quotation marks to search for exact terms (e.g., “evil eye”).
Tip! Use the OCM number (e.g., “342” for dwellings) in the Lookup search if you want to retrieve 
that specific subject.










Figure 3 shows the 
revised search results at 
the paragraph-level for a 
document. The searched 
words (tent*, tipi*) are 
highlighted in red as well 
as the subject (e.g. 
dwellings, see #1). 
The left-hand side shows 
the table of contents and 
the number of results for 
the document searched 
(#2).  
To view the text as a full 
paragraph click on the 
blue link “Show full 
paragraph,” or click on the 
gray “Go to Paragraph in                                              
Page” (#3) to view the 
paragraph in the page 
(see Figure 4).                 
Figure 4 shows the 
search results within 
a page.  The 
searched paragraph 
is highlighted with a 
light yellow 
background (#1) and 
the search terms and  
subject(s) are 
highlighted in red 
(#2). 
Clicking on “Next 
Hit” in the upper 
right-hand corner or 
using the pull-down 
list (#3) will move 
you to the next page 
with research 
results.
The left-hand margin 
shows the chapters 
and subchapters 
(#4) in the table of 
contents of the 
document.
Figure 3.  Subject and Word Search Results at the Paragraph-level in a Document








Figure 5 shows a list of 
countries and the eHRAF 
Cultures.  If you are 
interested in cultures, 
ethnic groups, or 
indigenous people for a 
specific area, it’s good to 
use Browse Cultures and 
click on either Countries, 
Regions, or A-Z Index (#1) 
to get an idea of the 
cultures included in eHRAF. 
Clicking on a culture name 
(#2) will link you to a culture 
description, culture 
summary, and to the 
collection documents (e.g., 
dissertations, monographs, 
books, journal articles) for a 
particular culture. 
Tip! The cultures can also 
be found as “culture tree” in 
the Basic, Lookup (see 
Fig.2, #5), and Advanced 
searches. 
Figure 6 is Browse 
Major Subjects 
containing a list of all 
the searchable subjects 
(#1), which are based 
on the Outline of 
Cultural Materials, or 
OCM for short. Clicking 
on a subject (#1) will 




Subject menus (#2) are 
the A-Z Index and OCM 
Code . 
The subjects can also 
be found as “subject 
tree” in the Basic, 
Lookup (Fig. 2, #5), and 
Advanced searches, 
and also at the end of 
this User’s Guide. 
Figure 5.  Browse Cultures by Country





OCM Numbers & Subjects 
The OCM subjects from the Outline of Cultural Materials (OCM) are what makes eHRAF so 
unique and different from other full-text databases.  The power of eHRAF is that HRAF 
analysts assign every paragraph in the eHRAF documents with OCM subjects that relate to 
the subjects/topics discussed.  The subjects (OCMs for short) enable you to search the full-text 
documents more effectively than keyword searches.  The subjects can be found in the Search 
and Browse sections at eHRAF World Cultures  http://ehrafWorldCultures.yale.edu and eHRAF 
Archaeology http://ehrafArchaeology.yale.edu . Use the OCM number (e.g., “132” for climate) 








107 Diagnostic Material Attributes
110 INFORMATION SOURCES
111 Citations of Documents in the HRAF Collection
112 Additional Bibliography
113 Information Sources Listed in Other Works
114 Reviews and Critiques
115 Informants
116 Complete Text of HRAF Documents
117 Field Data
118 Fiction
119 Artifact and Archive Collections
120 RESEARCH METHODS
121  Theoretical Orientation in Research and Its Results
122  Practical Preparations in Conducting Fieldwork
123  Observation in Research
124  Interviewing In Research
125  Tests and Schedules Administered In the Field
126  Recording and Collecting In the Field
127  Historical and Archival Research
128  Organization and Analysis of Results of Research
129  Archaeological Survey Methods
1210 Archaeological Excavation Methods
1211 Dating Methods in Archaeology




















150 BEHAVIOR PROCESSES AND PERSONALITY
151 Sensation and Perception
152 Drivers and Emotions






159 Life History Materials
160 DEMOGRAPHY
161 Population







170 HISTORY AND CULTURE CHANGE
171 Comparative Evidence






177 Acculturation and Culture Contact
178 Sociocultural Trends
179 Economic Planning and Development
180 TOTAL CULTURE
181 Ethos















201  Gestures and Signs
202  Transmission of Messages
203  Dissemination of News and Information
204  Press
205  Mail
206  Telephone and Telegraph
207  Radio and Television









216 Audiovisual Records and Equipment
217 Archives





























251 Preservation and Storage of Food
252 Food Preparation





258 Miscellaneous Food Processing and Packing 
Industries
260 FOOD CONSUMPTION




265 Food Service Industries
266 Cannibalism
270 DRINK, DRUGS, AND INDULGENCE





276 Recreational and Non-therapeutic Drugs
277 Tobacco Industry
278 Pharmaceuticals
280 LEATHER, TEXTILES, AND FABRICS
281 Work in Skins
282 Leather Industry
283 Cordage
284 Knots and Lashings
285 Mats and Basketry
286 Woven and other interworked Fabrics






















315 Oil and Gas Wells
316 Mining and Quarrying
317 Special Deposits
318 Environmental Quality
320 PROCESSING OF BASIC MATERIALS





326 Smiths and Their Crafts
327 Iron and Steel Industry
328 Nonferrous Metal Industries








338 Miscellaneous Building Trades











350 EQUIPMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF BLDGS
351 Grounds
352 Furniture
353 Building Interiors and Arrangement
354 Heating and Lighting Equipment
355 Miscellaneous Building Equipment
356 Housekeeping
357 Domestic Service




363 Streets and Traffic





369 Urban and Rural Life









379 Miscellaneous Power Production
380 CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES
381 Chemical Engineering




386 Paint and Dye Manufacture
387 Fertilizer Industry
388 Soap and Allied Products
389 Manufacture of Explosives
390 CAPITAL GOODS INDUSTRIES
391 Hardware Manufacture
392 Machine Industries
393 Electrical Supplies Industry
394 Manufacture of Heating and Lighting Appliances
395 Manufacture of Optical and Photographic Equipment
396 Shipbuilding
397 Railway Equipment Industry





403 Electrical Machines and Appliances
404 Household Machines and Appliances














422 Property in Movables
423 Real Property
424 Incorporeal Property
425 Acquisition and Relinquishment of Property
426 Borrowing and Lending





432 Buying and Selling
433 Production and Supply
434 Income and Demand
435 Price and Value






















461 Labor and Leisure
462 Division of Labor by Gender
463 Occupational Specialization
464 Labor supply and Employment




470 BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION


























499 Highway and Railway Construction










510 LIVING STANDARDS AND ROUTINES


















531* Decorative Art               
532* Representative Art        
533 Music                            
534 Musical Instruments         
535 Dance                      











545 Musical and Theatrical Productions
546 Motion Picture Industry
547 Night Clubs and Cabarets
548 Illegal Entertainment
549 Art and Recreational Supplies Industries
550 INDIVIDUATION AND MOBILITY
551 Personal Names
552 Names of Animals and Things
553 Naming
554 Status, Role, and Prestige
555 Talent Mobility









566 Serfdom and Peonage
567 Slavery
570 INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS
571 Social Relationships and Groups
572 Friendships
573 Cliques





579 Brawls, Riots and Banditry
580 MARRIAGE
581 Basis of Marriage
582 Regulation of Marriage
583 Mode of Marriage
584 Arranging a Marriage
585 Nuptials
586 Termination of Marriage
587 Secondary Marriages













603 Grandparents and Grandchildren
604 Avuncular and Nepotic Relatives
605 Cousins
606 Parents-in-Law and Children-in-Law
607 Siblings-in-Law
608 Artificial Kin Relationships
609 Behavior toward Nonrelatives
610 KIN GROUPS
611 Rule of Descent





617 Bilinear Kin Groups
618 Clans























645 Advisers to the Chief Executives
646 Deliberative Councils
647 Administrative Agencies 
648 International Relations
650 GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES
651 Taxation and Public Income
652 Public Finance
653 Public Works
























680 OFFENSES AND SANCTIONS
681 Sanctions
682 Offenses against Life
683 Offenses Against the Person
684 Sex and Marital Offenses
685 Property Offenses
686 Nonfulfillment of Obligations






693 Legal and Judicial Personnel
694 Initiation of Judicial Proceedings
695 Trial Procedure
696 Execution of Justice




702 Recruitment and Training
703 Discipline and Morale
704 Ground Combat Forces












718 Special Military Equipment
719 Munitions Industries
720 WAR
















737 Old Age Dependency
738 Delinquency
740 HEALTH AND WELFARE
741 Philanthropic Foundations
742 Medical Research
743 Hospitals and Clinics
744 Public Health and Sanitation
745 Social Insurance
746 Public Assistance





753 Theory of Disease
754 Sorcery
755 Magical and Mental Therapy





761 Life and Death
762 Suicide
763 Dying
764 Burial Practices and Funerals
765 Mourning
766 Special Burial Practices and Funerals
767 Mortuary Specialists
768 Social Readjustments to Death
769 Cult of the Dead
770 RELIGIOUS BELIEFS





776 Spirits and Gods
777 Luck and Chance




782 Prayers and Sacrifices
783 Purification and Atonement
784 Avoidance and Taboo
785 Asceticism
786 Ecstatic Religious Practices




791 Magicians and Diviners











804 Weights and Measures
805 Ordering of Time





















834 General Sex Restrictions
835 Kinship Regulation of Sex
836 Premarital Sex Relations
837 Extramarital Sex Relations
838 Homosexuality






845 Difficult and Unusual births
846 Postnatal Care
847 Abortion and Infanticide
848 Illegitimacy
850 INFANCY AND CHILDHOOD
851 Social Placement




856 Development and Maturation
857 Childhood activities
858 Status of Children
860 SOCIALIZATION
861 Techniques of Inculcation





867 Transmission of Cultural Norms
868 Transmission of Skills




873 Liberal Arts Education
874 Vocational Education
875 Teachers
876 Educational Theory and Methods
877 Students
880 ADOLESCENCE, ADULTHOOD, AND OLD AGE
881 Puberty and Initiation





887 Activities of the Aged
888 Status and Treatment of the Aged
890 GENDER ROLES AND ISSUES
890 Gender Roles and Issues
900 TEXTS
901 Texts in the Speaker’s Language
902 Texts translated into English
903 Interlinear Translations
910 ARCHAEOLOGICAL MEASURES, TECHNIQUES, 
AND ANALYSES
911 Chronologies and Cultural Sequences
912 Cultural Stratigraphy
913 Functional Specialization areas
914 Typologies and Classifications
915 Archaeological Inventories
Note that * indicates that the categories so 
marked are retired from usage as of May 1997
